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MEDIA ADVISORY

Date/Time: May 15, 2022, 1:30 a.m.

Incident: 2022-731506

Location: 46" Street and Baseline Road

Suspect: Terrence Cooper - MCSO Booking# T778370

A Dating App Meet-up Leads to An Attempted Sexual Assault

(May 18, 2022) The use of a dating app provided an opportunity for a predator to attack an
unsuspecting victim. The victim took a stand in a dangerous situation by fighting back against her
assailant.

Police were called to the area of 46" Street and Baseline Road about an attempted sexual assault
Sunday morning at around 1:30 a.m. When they got there, they found a woman in her late 20’s
accusing a man of attempting to sexually assault her. The victim also informed officers she is blind.

The victim told officers she met a man through a dating app and after several phone calls she invited
him to her apartment. The man was later identified as Terrence Cooper. When Cooper arrived, he
brought alcohol with him and started drinking. He then became verbally and physically aggressive.

The victim told Cooper she did not want to have sex, but Cooper persisted and told her he would not
leave until they had sex. The victim tried to leave, but Cooper restrained her, hit her in the face and
strangled her. The victim was able to fight back, get away and call for help. Cooper also took off.

A patrol officer spotted a man matching the description of the suspect in the area. Cooper was taken
into custody and arrested.

The victim was found to have injuries consistent with being strangled.
Cooper was booked for multiple felonies including kidnapping and sex abuse.

This case highlights the heads-up work from our patrol officers, the thorough investigative skills of our
detectives, and the strong will of a person who refused to give up.

Statistics show 40% of women who are victims of sexual assault, between the ages of 20 and 29,
were assaulted by someone they met on a dating app.

We ask those who engage in online dating to take steps to keep themselves safe. Be aware of
suspicious profiles, research the person you are meeting, block and report suspicious users, video
chat before you decide to meet someone, and meet them in a public place.
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